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(57) Abstract: An optical element 
(10) comprising a plurality of 
waveguides (11)-(13) and a plurality 
of optical coupling units (21), (22) 
that couple adjacent waveguides so 
as to optically couple the waveguides 
in series, wherein the routes of 
laser beams propagating through the 
plurality of waveguides are bent at the 
optical coupling units. Accordingly, 
the optical element that converts an 
incident light into an output light 
having a uniform sectional light 
intensity distribution can be made 
more compact, and a laser beam 
source using the optical element or 
a 2-D image forming device using the 
laser beam source can also be made 
compact. 
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